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Coping with COVID19 

ELTAI Organizes Webinar Series 

J ust as the other fields of the 

world that are disrupted 

largely by the global 

pandemic COVID19, ed-

ucation is also experi-

encing a need for a 

drastic change. Across 

the world educational institutions 

are shifting to virtual teaching en-

vironment at the mercy of the in-

ternet and artificial intelligence.  

Although virtual teaching was at 

experimental stages in most devel-

oped countries, for those as India 

it is quiet a novel option. Most 

teachers and institutions are yet to 

be introduced to  the virtual envi-

ronment.  

Another challenge with the virtual 

learning environment for Indian 

learners is that most content that 

exist are western. Only a few plat-

forms are indigenous. Therefore 

Indian academicians are needed to 

develop more content on various 

subjects. 

With the aim of making English 

language teachers across the 

country aware of the shifting 

trends, ELT@I organized a series of 

w e e k e n d 

w e b i n a r s 

and online 

panel dis-

c u s s i o n s 

with experts on every relevant as-

pect required ranging from teach-

er proficiency to introduction to 

virtual classrooms to the cultural 

shifts and challenges that await 

during and post— COVID19. 

Every session was live streamed on 

YouTube and participants from 

across the world took active part 

in the discussions. Alongside new-

er trends and challenges, newer 

perspectives on some perennial 

topics like teaching LSRW skills 

and vocabulary were also dis-

cussed in dedicated sessions. 

Triumvirates of the Webinar Series 

For Schedules & To Watch All 

ELT@I Webinars Live and  

Anytime 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCg6EVVMZ7-TNMvrhL0dQdsw


Editorial 

Building Digital Footprint 

C ovid-19 lockdown period has 

accelerated the number of webi-

nars organized and participated all 

over the globe. The naked reality of 

the phenomenon is the shift from 

complacency to effort taking, traditional way of com-

municating to technology enabled communication, 

and certainty to uncertainty. The implication in the 

field of education is a drastic change in approach re-

quired to hold the attention of the learners, prepare 

them industry ready and remain reasonably wanted.  

 For educators, the writing on the wall is clear. 

Keeping abreast of the updates in the field of 

online education, Industry 4.0 and skilling up 

would decide the success rate.  

 The dictum, ‘publish or perish’ may be replaced 

by ‘swim or sink’.  Hence, Continuous Profes-

sional Development assumes greater meaning.  

 The skills and concepts learnt should be put it 

into practice and any effort in the domain of 

teaching and learning has to end up in actions 

and transformations. Outcome based education 

has become the new normal.  

 UGC has even mooted the concept of online 

education by granting some educational institu-

tions permission to offer degree for online 

courses. Therefore, the mantle is on blended 

learning and web based learning.  

 Teachers would play not simply the role of sub-

ject experts but the role of creators of produc-

tive classroom environments as well.  

The reports of ELT@I chapters and announcements of 

webinars indicate that we are on the right track. We 

need to do better if we are to remain in the same 

track. 

Dr. K.S. Antonysamy 
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Special Feature 

ELTAI Gautam Buddha Nagar Chapter 

E LTAI’s GBN 

chapter, Uttar Pra-

desh has attracted 

around 50 teachers 

of Basic Education 

Department of Ut-

tar Pradesh as registered members of ELTAI GBN 

Chapter. After becoming a part of ELTAI the fol-

lowing activities were held to introduce English as 

a second language through communicative ap-

proach. 

1) English Clubs for teachers at district level. 

There are 6 clubs, which has 650 teachers 

working in Govt. Schools at primary and 

upper primary level and English Clubs in 

Schools for Children. 

2) Collaboration with Home makers (Saaksher 

Hum NGO) to create them as additional ELT 

resources to work in Government Schools. 

3) KGBV ELT Shadow project created 15 teach-

ers as potential ELT resources to teach Eng-

lish with activity based methods in 3 Gov-

ernment residential schools for underprivi-

leged Girls of rural areas. 

4) During the lockdown a great initiative has 

been taken to connect with the society. An 

online Spoken English Club was initiated 

free of charge for the home makers, profes-

sionals, kids that has attracted 257 people 

from different states of the country. 

 Presently more than 1000 people that in-

cludes teachers, home makers, kids and profes-

sional from different fields and different states 

are getting benefits of different activities under 

GBN chapter. We are highly thankful to ELTAI for 

giving us a strong foundation. 

- Akansha Saxena  

Join ELT@I Now 

 Free Access to our Publications, Subsidized membership of IATEFL, UK 

 Reduced registration fees for our Events, Free subscription for joining our Special Interest Groups 

WHY  

ELTAI? 

 

 

http://eltai.in/category/membership/
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ELTAI Thoothukudi Chapter:  Lockdown Engagement 

E LTAI, Thoothukudi chapter in association with the PG 

and Research Department of English,  V.O.Chidambaram 

College,  Thoothukudi organized a three day National 

Workshop on "Bard of Avon - William Shakespeare" via 

Google Classroom from 4th to 6th May 2020. 92 student 

participants were present from across India.  Dr. P.N Ra-

mani, ELT Consultant, Chennai and Dr. Lal C A, Professor, 

University of Kerala shared their E content  with the par-

ticipants on The Merchant of Venice and the History Plays 

of Shakespeare respectively.   

Ramanathapuram and Thoothukudi chapters ELTAI orga-

nized Technology Integrated Language teaching (TILT) 

webinar series from 19 – 21, May 2020. The first session 

of the webinar was on ‘Varying Feedback Patterns in Eng-

lish classrooms’ and the speaker was Ms. Suchetha Nair, 

Acting Deputy Academic Manager, British Council, Singa-

pore.  The second session of the webinar was on Web 

Tools for Teaching and Learning and the speaker was 

Shamna Beegum.  The third session of the webinar was 

held on Using Google Apps in Blended Learning. The 

speaker was Neeraja Raghavan, English Language Instruc-

tor, IIT, Goa. All the sessions were attended by more than 

225 participants.   

On 3rd June our chapter has organized an International 

webinar on in association with the 

Department of English of A.P.C. Ma-

halaxmi College for Women, 

Thoothukudi, on “Rising to the Chal-

lenge: Strategies to Deal with Difficult 

Learners in the Language Classroom” 

- Dr. A. Joycilin Shermila, Principal, 

Annammal College of Education for Women  

ELTAI, Kancheepuram Chapter, HITS has been actively 

organising events in association with Dept. of Languages,  

Hindustan Institute of Technology & Science (HITS).  Sev-

eral Guest Lectures, Training Workshops, Debates, Com-

petitions, 10 days FDP on communication skills were con-

ducted. The chapter hosted 5 webinars with more than 

500 participants and 20 resource persons during the lock-

down in April, May and June 2020. Resource persons in-

cluded Dr. Andrew Philominraj, Director, Dept of English, 

Universidad Catolica Del Maule, Talca, Chile, Dr. Anand 

Mahanand, Head Dept. of Mate-

rials Development, Testing and 

Evaluation, EFLU and Dr. Lal CA, 

Professor, English, School of 

Distance Education, University of 

Kerala, Trivandrum and repre-

sentatives and Heads of other 

chapters.  

-Dr. A. Sherine Joy, HOD Languages & Rankings, HITS 

ELTAI Kancheepuram Chapter:  Lockdown Engagement 

I n a first of its kind, the coronavirus has brought the 

world to a screeching halt. According to UNESCO, over 

1.1 billion children have been affected with the disruption 

in education services. Many countries like India are in a 

state of complete lockdown in education. 

Tteachers now find themselves in a new eco-system of 

blended learning and on-line teaching. Coping with 

emerging technologies, understanding student engage-

ment, devising activities and participation, assigning 

homework and assignments, all require learning in this 

new (but here to stay) paradigm. 

Trinity College London is helping in 

this initiative by linking teachers not 

just pan India but globally as well. 

The online teaching and support ini-

tiatives will include videos, webinars, 

group meetings, online workshops, 

professional development for teach-

ers, round-table discussions and fire-

side chats.To benefit from this online 

teaching community, teachers can 

r e g i s t e r  o n   h t t p s : / /

www.trinitycollege.in/teacher-support/  

A n n o u n c e m e n t :  T r i n i t y  C o l l e g e ,  L o n d o n  

B l e n d e d  L e a r n i n g  &  O n l i n e  T e a c h i n g  H e l p  G r o u p  F o r  T e a c h e r s  

https://www.trinitycollege.in/teacher-support/
https://www.trinitycollege.in/teacher-support/
https://www.trinitycollege.in/teacher-support/
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ACTION RESEARCH 
S u r e  S t e p  T o w a r d s  E f f e c t i v e  T e a c h i n g  

A ction Research (AR) is sure way of becoming effective language teachers. It is a reflective process or a question-

ing and ‘problematizing’ stance towards our teaching which helps teachers to explore and examine aspects of teach-

ing and learning and to take action to change and improve. As teachers, we often see gaps between what is actually 

happening in our teaching situation and what we would ideally like to see happening. Therefore, a teacher becomes 

an investigator or explorer of his or her personal teaching context. 

  PROCESS OF ACTION RESEARCH  

REFLECT 

We should first consider our cur-

rent classroom practice and think 

about questions we have about 

teaching, problematic areas, or 

aspects of teaching/learning we 

are unsure about and write a re-

search question.  

 

EXPLORE 

The second stage is to reflect on 

the research question. We should 

explore more and more infor-

mation from published materials 

or internet or discussion with col-

leagues to design the process of 

our research.  

 

PLAN  

Next, we go on to write an action 

research plan which states the 

question, how and why we plan to 

carry out the research. Certain 

vital things such as duration, the 

tools to be used in the research, 

recording the observation, etc. 

have to be decided.    

 

RESEARCH 

Carrying out the research using the chosen method is the important stage. We may choose the method which best 

suits the research question. Some tools are as follows. 

ANALYZE 

Examining the collected data in-

volves a process of reflecting on, 

organizing and reviewing the data 

to find an answer to the research 

question and determine the in-

sights gained from the research.   

 

ACT 

Following the analysis of the data 

and assertion of the insights, we 

are expected to reflect on the in-

sights. Then we have to ascertain 

the changes we need to make 

and take action based on what is 

found out from the research.  

REVIEW 

We should assess if the changes 

are successful, if we need to take 

any follow-up action and if the 

research indicates other areas for 

further exploration. In other 

words, we begin a new reflective 

cycle.    

  

ELTea House: A Teacher-Student Forum for ELT 

D epartment of English at Loyola Col-

lege, Chennai has initiated the ELTea 

House which is a teacher-student collabo-

rative forum meant exclusively to address 

issues concerning English Language Teach-

ing in India.  

The forum kicked off as a brain child of 

Prof. John Jelestin along with ELT learners 

from Undergraduate classes. The focus is 

to keep young learners informed of the 

changing times and shifting trends of ELT 

and equip them with ideas, preparing them 

for the future.  

Students are encouraged to contribute 

ideas that shall help bridge the gap be-

tween teachers and learners, thus letting 

the teachers also know of their require-

ments. The forum meets once in a week 

over a cup of tea, thus sticking to its pur-

pose and name. 


